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The Committee's activities are aimed at preventing injustices to statisticians and other scientists 

for doing their jobs in ways that make governments or others so uncomfortable that they take 

action. 

Actions taken: 

1. Argentina: 

Graciela Bevaqua and others have been subjected to two sets of  administrative fines totaling 

over $100,000 each, and also accused of criminally violating the law. The basis for these 

actions was that they privately published inflation statistics displeasing to the government. In 

the past year, one set of fines and the criminal sanctions have been dismissed in the 

Argentine courts.  

 

To this end: 

a) Seltzer and Kadane published an article in Amstat News (December 2012). 

b) Kadane wrote an oped article published in the Los Angeles Times and republished by 

other newspapers. 

c) The Committee wrote a letter to the US State Department asking that the Human Rights 

Review of Argentina reflect our concerns on this matter. 

 [Additionally, in a personal, non-ASA capacity, Kadane participated in two briefings on 

Capitol Hill for congressional staff and the press concerning human rights in Argentina]. 

 

2.  Greece: The President of the Greek Statistical Authority, Andreas Georgiou, and several of 

his staff, have been indicted for correctly reporting the Greek fiscal deficit. 

 

 Actions: Kadane wrote a blog for the ASA-HuffingtonPost featuring Greece, but also 

Argentina. 

 

3.  South Korea: may have delayed publication of unfavorable  economic data until after an 

election. 

 

Action: invitation to a US/Korean statistician to address the situation at the 2013 JSM in a 

Committee cosponsored session entitled "When politics and government economic statistics 

collide: Argentina, China and Korea. 

 

4. Elsevier: distributed a memo to its editors claiming that US sanctions on Iran forbid US 

editors and referees from handling papers written by Iranians. 

 

Actions: Committee friend Ali Arab, jointly with Jeffrey Toney, wrote a Huffington Post 

Article entitled "Has a new Era of Academic Warfare Arrived ?", discussing the Elsevier 

memo.  Got clarification from the US Treasury Department spokesperson on the matter that 

this is incorrect. The matter is now back in the hands of Elsevier's attorneys. 

 

Other matters of concern: 

1. Italy: conviction for manslaughter of several geologists for failing to predict, or of failing to 

communicate risks about, an earthquake in Italy. The matter is under appeal. 



 

2. Boycotts of Israeli meetings and scientists: This has been a matter of discussion by email 

within the Committee, but no position or action has been taken on the matter so far. 

 

3.  Canada: indications of extraordinary constraints on government scientists speaking to the 

press. It is unclear at this time what the impact of this may be on statisticians. 

 

General Actions:  

 

1. Committee webmaster Ed Gracely has created a draft website for the committee. 

(http://community.amstat.org/CSFHR/Home/) 

2.  Through the ASA Section on Business and Economics, there will be a session at the August 

JSM, described above. 

 

Future Plans: 

Keep responding to developments as they occur. 

 

                     Jay Kadane 
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